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           “God is calling the community of Saint Peter’s Parish to live, worship 

           and serve according to Christ’s word and example.” 
 

Advent: A Season of Anticipation and Expectation 
 

O Come, O Come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the son of God appear. REJOICE! 

 
The first verse of this familiar tune beautifully articulates the meaning of Advent. It is a time when we 
recognize our captivity to the things of this world and the evil that surrounds us. It names our 
anticipation and expectation that the son of God will appear and deliver us—and soon! In that sense, 
we are very much like the ancient Israelites at the end of the Old Testament. Confused and 
confounded by what has happened to them and praying in hope that God will send a Savior to 
redeem the world just as God had sent Moses to deliver the people from slavery. 
 
For those who pay careful attention to the Sunday readings, the tone of the Sunday lessons begins to 
shift after All Saints Day. The readings urge us to diligently prepare ourselves for the coming of God 
into the world, and the tone is one of urgency and expectation. The theme of preparation for God’s 
imminent coming continues into Advent. It wasn’t until the 6th century that the season of Advent 
(meaning ‘coming’) began to be associated with the celebration of the birth of Jesus. Our present 
lectionary combines these two themes so that the first two weeks of Advent we are preparing 
ourselves in anticipation and expectation of the ‘second coming’—our deliverance from present-day 
evil and God’s revelation to us in our day and in our time. The last two Sundays of Advent reassure us 
that the God is the God of history, and just as God acted through Jesus, God will act again. We 
celebrate the coming of Christ as a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness and promise of 
redemption. 
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This Advent issue of the Keystone is dedicated to the Vestry’s work of discerning how God is present 
and working in our lives during COVID-Tide (aka, exile from the church building). We offer these 
thoughts to you for more discussion and discernment as we strive to faithfully follow the call of the 
Gospel. This work of discernment begins in Advent but continues on as we study the impact of the 
first coming—the birth of Jesus—through the remainder of the church year. Just as the disciples 
misunderstood much, so will we misunderstand and get things wrong. And just as the disciples grew 
in their understanding by following Jesus, asking questions, observing, praying, and serving the 
people, so will we gain more understanding. 

 
Where are we going? What will church after COVID-Tide look like? When will it happen? There are 
great questions—but no clear answers. We travel through this wilderness knowing only that the Spirit 
is leading us to the promised land—the land of milk and honey. We do not know how to get there, 
how long it will take, what it will look like, or what life will be like once we arrive. We will experience 
thirst and hunger, consume  the manna and quail God will provide, worship our own “Gold Calf” 
and then tear it down, and in the process experience God’s faithfulness to us.  

 
I, for one, look forward to our journey. 
 
Reverend Angie 
 

The Advent Wreath 
 
The Advent wreath has always been an important part of the faith 
journey through Advent. Of course, this year we will be worshiping 
virtually. We will have some version of an Advent wreath lighting 
and prayers as part of that service at 5 pm. It will be dark. And it will 
be beautiful! 
 
I encourage everyone to have an Advent wreath at home and most 
importantly, to use it! Every single day! Click here for a link to a 
pamphlet containing weekly prayers to be used at the lighting of the 
candle each week. For those with a printed Keystone, please see the 
separate sheet included with it.  
 

Traditionally the Advent wreath has three purple (or blue) candles, one rose candle, and one white 
candle in the middle. Each candle has a theme to help us focus on the various themes in the Scripture 

2 

https://www.ecfvp.org/uploads/tools/files/Advent_Wreath_Pamphlet_Prayers_and_Reflections_Booklet.pdf


 

readings for the four weeks. Advent begins this year on November 29 and continues on December 6, 
13, and 20. Many of us grew up with these themes: Hope, Peace , Joy, and Love. 
   
In more recent years I have enjoyed reflecting on these weekly themes:  Waiting ~ Preparation ~ 
Anticipation ~ Joy. A quick Google search will yield more prayers and themes. The important thing is 
to use your Advent wreath for family daily prayer. 
 
I would welcome any family of any size to record your lighting of the Advent wreath and saying of 
the prayers. If you can, please upload the recording to YouTube and send it to office@stpetersvt.org. 
We can then use your recording as part of worship on Sunday morning. If you can’t upload it to 
YouTube, please send it to the office anyway. We make no promises except to try to use it.  
 
Advent is a season of anticipation and expectation. It is a season about the hope of God’s people and 
God’s faithfulness to God’s promises. Only good things can come of a daily Advent reflection.  
 
Reverend Angie 
 

COVID-Tide Church 
 

THANK YOU VESTRY!! I'm such a traditionalist. As COVID hit, I was unsure about what would 
happen to our Sunday worship services: Lawn Services? Six feet apart? Making reservations to attend 
services to meet the maximum limitations on gatherings? Masks only? Only part-time clergy to 'do' 
the service? I was quite skeptical as I suspect others were.  
 
Enter our Vestry! They really stepped up and organized a very meaningful worship service. Colleen 
Gates, Vicki Odell, Collins Sennett, and Gail Broussard took over the Presider role with confidence. 
Colleen, Vicki, and Gail offered sermons and reflections which were top-notch. The diversity of 
readers and Intercessors carried on and the whole experience is running smoothly. Zooming live as 
well as on the telephone works, and cold weather won't shut us down. They are working on 
providing music. Coupled with our own Greg Jacobs,  music from our virtual organist in Chicago 
will be part of our service. 
 
COVID times are tough but we are pulling together. We will get through this calamity with serenity 
and good old Vermont determination. Way to go Vestry! 
 
Dick Bower 
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Saturday Evening Celtic Service  
 

The ease of worship in nature appeals to the half of me of Irish heritage, and perhaps way, way back 
to the migration of Celts to Germany to back up the other half of my mystic heritage. It feels so 
wonderful and easy and comfortable to be together outside to participate in a ritual to honor the 
Mother Earth, the Divine, the Source.  
 
So it was easy to invite my Irish friend Peg to join us a few weeks ago at the Saturday evening Celtic 
service. Peg is in that area of ‘spiritual but not religious.’ She and I talk a lot about what I am 
experiencing with Contemplative Prayer and what she feels about the presence of the Divine in 
nature and her work in recycling to save Mother Earth.  
 
Peg has come to musical events in the church and appreciates the beauty of the building, but had 
never before attended a service. There is a great ease in being outside that beautiful but intimidating 
building. It was so easy to ask her to stop by on Saturday evening, and easy for her to just pull up a 
chair on the lawn. She did that and was fully engaged.  
 
Peg and I are both former Catholics; we both have grown beyond those old beliefs of self-salvation, 
beyond the need for buildings, to be instead interested in protecting the environment, protecting one 
another. Saturday evening Celtic service is a way to show people a new way of being a church, and I 
am quite sure she’ll be back…as long as we’re outside. 
 
I realized I used the word ‘ease’ quite often here. So is there un-ease for people who are not part of the 
‘club’ or the ‘cult’ to come into the building we call church?   
 
Mary McGuinness 
 

A Labor of Love 
 
This summer I was asked about constructing something outside the church building where people 
could stop and pray, ask for a prayer, or leave a prayer. I knew I had made a live manger with Zip 
Wilson years ago that was used for the Christmas Pageant and placed in the chancel. Now, that 
manger is the prayer hut we call “Pause Place.” 
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I had to raise it up on blocks to make it higher and add side windows to keep out the wind and rain 
because the prayers kept getting blown away. I made two crosses that hang on the front and inside, 
and installed a bulletin board on the inside so that people could write a prayer or take a prayer with 
them. There are prayers posted on the bulletin board for people to read.  
 
Half of the bulletin board is being used by the Town of Bennington as one of four community 
bulletin boards. People can write down their concerns about the town. I have heard many positive 
comments about this prayer hut. 
 
During our first windstorm, a cherry tree came down in my back property. Angie had shown me a 
picture of a bench she had seen on a walk made out of a tree. So, I made two benches out of my fallen 
cherry tree for the front of the hut.  
 
The best part of this project is the wonderful people I have met while working on the hut or just 
stopping by to check on it. They have stopped to visit, talked about prayers they have taken home 
with them and those they have left in the hut. One person told me he had taken a serenity prayer for a 
friend, and then said he was going to write a prayer—and he did. Another girl passed by in the very 
early stages and thanked me for the building that kept her dry during a downpour. The stories go on 
and on, and will continue. We are noticed. 
 
What a great idea this was! This has been a labor of love. 
 
Bill Harrington  
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Thoughts on White Fragility 
  
I recently participated in the discussion group focusing on the book White Fragility, by Robin 
DiAngelo, with Colleen, John, and Liz. We had lively discussions prompted by the clear, direct 
arguments put forth in the book. 

 
Racism is a subject no one wants to touch or speak about; we are completely uncomfortable and 
unprepared to look too closely at this issue which affects every part of our culture. White Fragility 
sets out the bones of the issue clearly, opening my eyes to a new understanding of my place in white 
culture. The author explains that we have accepted White society as THE society, ignoring or 
rejecting the effect of our actions and presence on those of other races. She explains that any 
discussion of racism must be preceded by a discussion of white culture among white people.  

 
We are encouraged to look at the assumptions, teachings and habits of our culture: how we have lived 
our lives in a bubble of interactions, accepting that we are welcome everywhere we go, that we have a 
right to act however we choose, that we expect respect, courtesy, and opportunity simply because we 
belong, by virtue of our skin color, to the dominant white culture.  

 
DiAngelo continues to challenge our assumptions about whom we label as racist and how that term 
itself limits and distorts our ability to look deeper at this pervasive issue influencing our daily lives. 
She helps us to see beyond our initial defensiveness, to look at the issue from different viewpoints. She 
helps us see that the privileges we take for granted are not the experiences of millions of persons of 
color.  

 
Reading and discussing White Fragility has opened a door for me and also for my discussion buddies. 
We responded to her presentation with “Ah ha! Of course! Why didn't I see this?” etc….  

 
I highly encourage everyone to read it. Then we can have another wider discussion. I think White 
Fragility helps us to recognize our own role in supporting a whites-only society and teaching us how 
to talk to one another within and across racial lines.  

 
For me, learning to talk to others on this issue is critical as we move forward as a community, state, 
and nation. Thanks for letting me share. 
Vicki Odell  
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The Ministry of Healing 
 
COVID-19 is bad enough. The deep political divide in our country and the irreconcilable 
perceptions of reality heighten stress. It seems too much to focus on the work of racial equity and 
reconciliation to the mix, and yet, the divisions around race and ethnicity are not inseparable from 
COVID-19 and political divisions. 
 
The nation is experiencing a reawakening to the realities of what it is like to be a person of color in 
America. There is no denying the cruelty and disregard for life that we have seen on video and 
occasionally, broadcast on TV. The time has come when we must create space in our lives and in our 
calendars to do the hard work of self examination and advocacy. This prayer seems particularly 
appropriate for this work: 

God, lover of life, lover of these lives, 
God, lover of our souls, lover of our bodies, lover of all that exists . . . 
In fact, it is your love that keeps it all alive . . . 
May we live in this love. 
May we never doubt this love. 
May we know that we are love, 
That we were created for love, 
That we are a reflection of you, 
That you love yourself in us and therefore we are perfectly lovable. 

May we never doubt this deep and abiding and perfect goodness.  

We are because you are. 
 
Beginning on the first Thursday in Advent, December 3 at 6:30 pm, the Diocesan Anti-Racism 
Working Group is launching a six-week education and discussion program. The first session on 
December 3 will be a discussion of the documentary I Am Not Your Negro, based on the unfinished 
manuscript of James Baldwin. The remaining five weeks will be facilitated discussions of the 
pro-slavery writings of Vermont’s first Bishop, and later Bishop of The Episcopal Church of the 
USA, Bp. John Henry Hopkins.  
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As part of our racism work over the next year we will gather to discuss selected documentaries 
available on PBS examining racism in America. We will also schedule a variety of liturgical and 
worship experiences focused on healing and reconciliation of racial inequities. How we advocate for 
and participate in healing and reconciliation work in Bennington has an unknown outcome, but it is 
the very purpose of our time together. 
 
In the coming months we also plan to view and discuss the environmental movie, Kiss the Ground, 
and during Lent, move more deeply into healing our relationship with the earth. Stay tuned for more 
details.  
 
Reverend Angie 
 

Homeless Ministry 
 
This past summer, Nancy Sanford agreed to be St Peter’s trailblazer in community ministry. She 
started by walking around to chat with her neighbors and see if they would like prayers for anything. 
Nancy quickly extended her walks to include the homeless people who live along the Walloomsac 
River behind Bennington Station. 

 
She would come to worship on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, and offer up the prayers she 
had collected. She also invited some of her new acquaintances to come worship with us—and a 
couple actually showed up. 

 
A few weeks ago, as the weather started to get much cooler, Nancy started noting what sorts of 
clothing needs the homeless people might have. She added her requests for specific items to the 
weekly announcements, and continued to offer up the prayers of people who would otherwise never 
have their voices heard in the community. 

 
“I feel humbled,” is Nancy’s response to her new ministry. She has felt the Holy Spirit at work in the 
connections she has been making. “I feel calm,” she says. Nancy also describes this ministry as one 
that gives her confidence and fills her with hope and strength. 

 
She has also stepped up to be the collector and curator of the prayers in our Pause Place on the front 
lawn. This is for both the prayers that we have left for passersby to use, and for the ones people have 
pinned to the corkboard. (Art Haytko has also been checking in on the Pause Place a couple of days a 
week.) 
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Nancy says she is not doing this for any kind of recognition or thanks. In fact, she admits that having 
her name singled out for gratitude and praise makes her uneasy. She just wants to continue engaging 
in a ministry that is reaching people who are marginalized and forgotten by our society. 

 
For Nancy, the thanks and the satisfaction come from the work itself. This fruit of the Spirit is a sure 
sign that God’s hand is present, even in those places where most of us would least expect to see it. 
 
Reverend Angie 
 

Sermon Camp 
 

Vicki Odell and I attended the first-ever Diocesan-sponsored Sermon Camp. Backstory Preaching,  an 
online company that offers preaching formation and continuing education programs, provided 
instruction to 30 lay persons throughout the Diocese from the comfort of our homes. 

 
There were six weeks of instruction via Zoom, plus studying and homework. It was so exciting! We 
learned about a process for writing a sermon in only five days, but I haven’t quite accomplished that 
yet. It usually takes me much longer.  

 
We learned to take the Scripture and break it out using a grid. We learned the importance of asking 
questions of the text. When we encountered something that didn’t seem to make sense, we learned 
how to research to see if we could find a theological answer.  

  
Digging deeper into the Scriptures helped us know more about God. Many Christians say they know 
of God, but do they really know God? I feel I have come closer to God through studying the Gospel, 
Psalms, and Old Testament. I even had some of those ‘Aha!’ moments.  

 
I recommend Sermon Camp. You will soon find out that preaching isn’t about the person speaking, 
but instead is God working through them. It truly is powerful to sit with God, listen, read, and try to 
understand what God is saying to us through these ancient texts.  
 
Colleen Gates 
 
 
 

9 



 

 
From a St. Peter’s Delegate 

 
The convention was divinely inspired! Bishop Shannon was so on the mark with her point that it is 
always our doubts that get in our way and cause us to sink beneath the waves. It seemed well 
demonstrated in the PM session by the lovely lady who insisted that being fossil fuel-free by 2030 is 
just not doable and therefore the resolution should not be passed. We won't know unless we try, 
which means getting out of the boat. We have a good start here at St Peter's, which was nicely 
acknowledged by Susan Gratz from St. James, but perhaps we should consider "Get out of the boat" 
as our new motto.  
 
The string music was lovely, and one of the benefits of Zoom meetings is seeing all the participants up 
close, including the musicians. My cat seemed to wake up to the cello.  
 
Resolutions in the afternoon seemed to generate more discussion than would have seemed necessary 
at first reading. Concerns about how to fund the change from fossil fuels to green energy were 
certainly understandable. I wasn't sure about the issues with $25 versus $50 for the deacons and 
non-stipend clergy, since my understanding from last year's convention was simply the need to 
contribute something so the deacons could participate in the church pension plan. At any rate, we 
got the job done!   
 
Read more about the convention here. 
Linda White, a St. Peter’s Church delegate 
 

Spotlight on a Parishioner 
 

Mary McGuinness has been a proud citizen of Bennington since 1968, 
when she moved here with her young family. All three of her sons 
attended local schools, while she worked at Hemmings for 34 years. While 
at Hemmings, she learned skills in technology that have helped her to this 
day in a variety of volunteer capacities. Retirement has been “great” since 
it allows her opportunities to devote herself to the Free Clinic, the 
Kitchen Cupboard, and to St. Peter’s as well as cross-country skiing, 
kayaking, and gardening.  
 
Mary grew up on a farm in Wisconsin and graduated from Marquette 
University in 1964. She worked in Chicago and lived in Atlanta before   
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arriving in Bennington.  
 
About 15 years ago she attended a funeral at St Peter’s. The liturgy was familiar from her Catholic 
upbringing, and a woman in leadership as the Priest was attractive to her. She particularly appreciated 
the active church community. So in addition to her yoga and meditation practice she began to attend 
services at St Peter’s.  
 
One of her early projects in retirement was working at the Kitchen Cupboard Garden on Gage St, 
with people from all walks of life in the community. Next was volunteering for the Seedlings 
afternoon program offered at various schools until the end of 2018. This important program was 
staffed entirely by volunteers (including Nancy Bower and Liz Lica) but eventually there were not 
enough people to keep the program alive. The program is being reformed under the YMCA. 
 
When Father Justin was St Peter’s priest, he inspired Mary to learn more about Contemplative Prayer 
and in particular Centering Prayer. Eventually she and people from Second Congregational, the 
Catholic church, and the Unitarian Fellowship formed a chapter of Contemplative Outreach in 
Bennington. She became inspired to attend a training to serve as a teacher of Centering Prayer as part 
of this program. In addition to her own twice-a-day prayer, she gathers for centering prayer with folks 
on Friday at 11:30 online, and at 5 pm Wednesdays for Evening Prayer and Centering Prayer on 
Zoom. Mary is pleased to have found this wonderful aspect of her life that she considers her mission. 
She feels particularly blessed to have a 94-year old woman involved each week in her centering prayer 
group. This woman would not be able to participate in person, but can via Zoom, an unexpected 
benefit of COVID.  
 
Another of Mary’s projects was the installation of solar panels at St Peter’s. Working collaboratively 
with the Unitarian Fellowship across the street and with others at St Peter’s and in the community, 
the team raised enough funds to purchase and install the solar power that is now shared with other 
nonprofits in the area. Someday Mary hopes we will be able to install heat pumps, using the 
remaining solar energy to power them, to help get us away from fossil fuels.  
 
Finally, this year marks Mary’s third year as a Vestry member and six years of serving as the Clerk and 
Acting Clerk. This work has been meaningful as well, and she looks forward to the continuation of 
conversations about the future of St Peter’s. Mary believes the future of St Peter’s should be centered 
upon community outreach, particularly to work with other organizations in the area. This activism is 
what attracted her to St Peter’s 15 years ago and still fills her with meaning.  
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Mary will be out on the cross-country ski trails this winter, practicing yoga and Centering Prayer, 
planning for a beautiful flower garden, and continuing her work with St Peter’s and the community 
of Bennington. She very much misses her two grandchildren who live in Utah, and looks forward to 
the day she can again travel to see them.  
 
Marcia Levin 
Office Manager, St.Peter's Episcopal Church 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to Reverend Angie, John, and our vestry members for keeping St. Peter's alive on Zoom 
and on the front lawn during a most challenging  and unknown time. I have a few thoughts I would 
like to share with you. Since March 2020, fear has been my enemy. I manage to get through my day 
trying not to think about the virus and all the changes in our church by keeping  busy, but it 
overpowers me at times.  

 

This is no way to live. So what can I do?  

 

I began reading some publications on "How to Conquer Your Fears" by Dr. Norman Peale, former 
pastor of The Marble Collegiate Church in New York City. 

 

Dr. Peale asks the question, “How do you correct this condition [of fear] ?” He says,  “You correct it 
by beginning to practice thoughts of God, thoughts of Christ and thoughts of faith.”  

 

So, did I lose my faith during this pandemic?  

 

Dr. Peale wrote about needing to be persistent, disciplined in your thinking, staying with it. When 
fear thoughts keep coming, go back to thoughts of God, keep going back. Yes, it takes discipline and 
practice. 
 

I would like to share a prayer that I use often. 
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O God of peace who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and in 
confidence shall be our strength. By the might of thy spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, 

where we may be still and know that thou art God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
There are still times I struggle to conquer the fear created by our new normal, but with God's help I 
can overcome this. Many thanks to Father Justin for introducing me to Centering Prayer, where he 
says “return your thoughts to God.” Practice, practice, practice. 
 
Blessings,  
Elsie Dutcher 
 

Spotlight on a Parishioner 
 

Loraine is a new member of the St Peter’s community, having moved to 
Bennington in 2006 from the Boston area. After growing up in Boston, she was 
ready for a change from city life! What a perfect location for her—friends were 
here, as well as the more easy-going life, nature, space, and a better quality of life 
all around. She has a great job with Church Insurance. 
 
In 2013, Loraine married childhood friend Rico Donatelli, who now works for a 
local post office. Together with their dog Lucy and cat Lili they are ardent 
Patriots football fans and love to cook and bake. They also share a love for music. 
Loraine particularly enjoys drawing, painting and writing.  

 
Loraine joined St Peter’s just this past year during COVID-19, in order to connect to her community. 
She has been an active participant in services by serving as the Zoom host, and by helping to prepare 
the Sunday Supper as well as create signage for the Pause Place, showing up for the Black Lives Matter 
mural installation in Bennington, and sharing her creativity at the Blessing of the Animals. She has 
just committed to the Stephen Ministry training as well.  
 
Looking ahead, Loraine is eager for in-person worship, but understands the present need and 
importance of maintaining a community connection through Zoom. She envisions activities for 
everyone in St Peter’s—children, teens and adults. She believes that “more involvement from 
everyone would strengthen the community.” 
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In the meantime, Loraine has some ideas for building more connection between members during 
Zoom services. She would love to format Coffee Hour differently so that folks could share good news 
they have, demonstrate a hobby, or share an activity. She also wonders if some children would benefit 
from tutoring—would someone teach a life skills class or run an activity?  
 
Loraine clearly loves people, to meet new friends, and to try new activities. The Prayer Circle and 
Centering Prayer have been huge benefits during the pandemic for maintaining a healthy life balance.  
 
Marcia Levin 
Office Manager, St.Peter's Episcopal Church 
 
 

 
Building a New Church Outside the Walls 

 
When I first moved in across the street from St Peter’s, I had to laugh at the irony of having a 
beautiful view of a handsome church I could not enter. Here I was, working for St Peter’s again, but 
completely detached from the familiar sights, smells, and objects I was so fond of. Here I was, called 
to minister to a dear congregation that could not congregate or worship in any of the familiar ways. 

 
What was I going to do? What was God’s message to me and to the 
rest of us in these strange, scary, and isolating times? What might 
church as a practice and as a community look like when we are 
deprived of all that is familiar and comforting? 
 
The unease and unfamiliarity of these last few months opened up 
space to take a fresh look at what God’s mission for us might be. After 
all, we have to admit, attendance at St Peter’s was in steep decline and 
few people in and around Bennington considered going to worship in 
a church building. It felt that time and a changing society were seeing 
mainstream church as irrelevant in the 21st century. Is traditional 
church something God might not be interested in, as well? A fresh 
look at Scripture suggests this might be the case. 
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All of the great prophets recorded some version of these words spoken by God to Amos (5:21-24): 
 

I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

 
The Old Testament is full of references to God’s main wish. The Book of Proverbs says it very clearly 
(21:3): “To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.” 
 
Even Jesus has angry words for people who are more interested in the traditional practices of the 
temple than in caring for each other. Matthew records Jesus saying this during his last visit to the 
great temple in Jerusalem (23:23): “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” 
 
From the beginning of God’s story with us in Adam and Eve, to its culmination in the resurrection of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ, from death by execution, Scripture speaks to us about God’s No. 1 
preoccupation: The Almighty wants us to care for each other, to raise up those who have fallen, and 
to reconcile with each other and with God through love. 
 
Scripture tells us that God’s grace is present in acts of mercy and justice. Jesus and St. Paul tell us that 
God’s glory shines the brightest and is reflected most fully in God’s people when all are included in a 
circle of reconciliation and love. 
 
In short, true worship, true honoring, and true community are found when we overcome all of the 
many, many things that separate us from our fellow human beings. God may not accept our acts of 
worship as genuine if we haven’t first recognized victims of injustice in all of its way-too-many forms 
in this world. 
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What does this mean to us in southwestern Vermont in this difficult year of 2020? 
 

Justice, compassion, advocacy for those who are unable to make themselves heard, reconciliation and 
all other acts of reflecting God’s grace, love and mercy are meant to take place in our homes, with our 
neighbors, and in the surrounding community. The true worship of God, the true following of Jesus’ 
Way of Love, is meant to happen outside our church walls as we engage with those people who have 
not experienced God’s love. 
 
COVID-19 is making it plain: We are God’s agents and we are being called to bring reconciliation to 
a town, a state, a nation, and a world beset by fear, by hatred, by economic inequality, by racial 
injustice, and by the overturning of delicate ecosystems that sustain life for us on this planet that God 
so lovingly created. 
 
COVID-19 is making it plain: Church is meant to be us acting as God’s agents on the street, in our 
everyday lives, and in our neighborhood. 

 
COVID-19 is making it plain: It’s time to think of our faith community in new ways, coming into 
full life and reflecting God’s glory outside our church walls, not within them, and in the faces of those 
who feel like they have been cut off from God’s love and grace. 
 
The future of our identity as children of God and followers of Jesus is in community ministry. Our 
Pause Place, so lovingly brought to life over the last couple of months, is a symbol of this. Our coat 
rack in the front porch is another symbol of this. But these are only the first green shoots of life and 
renewal outside our church walls. 

 
Nancy Sanford has been ministering to the homeless in town. Now, we are about to invite them onto 
our grounds, with the help of other churches in town. We are talking about making all of our church 
property a source of rest, refuge, and delight to our neighbors. We are talking about walking alongside 
the many, many needs of the students, teachers, and parents at Bennington Elementary School. 

 
There is so much more to come, but this new alignment with God’s mission for us needs a vision of 
how we want to do God’s work in Bennington County, and where we see the future of our personal 
faith and our corporate membership in the resurrected Body of Christ. Because we are few (but 
Spirit-filled!), our vision needs to include ways of working together with our brothers and sisters who 
follow the God of Abraham and Sarah. 
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The coming weeks and months are the right time to build a vision to help us truly be reflections of 
God’s glory in the world. 

 
As we read in Matthew’s Gospel (9:13): “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 
We are going, and we are learning. It is an unfamiliar path for most of us, but because it is the path 
God is calling us to, we should rest assured that the way forward will become clear if we open our 
ears, eyes, and hearts to God’s vision.  

 
Now, as we get ready to start a new Church year on the First Sunday of Advent, the view of St Peter’s 
lawn no longer shows closure and desolation. It is gradually becoming a view of new beginnings, new 
connections, and new life in God. 

 
John Terauds 
 

Be a Bridge Builder 

I came across the poem on the next page a few months ago in a newsletter. It’s now a bookmark in my 
BCP. The poem centers me during these daunting times, keeping me mindful that the things we do 
now under the toughest of circumstances have purpose for the present and for the future of the 
church. They are proof that God is ever inspiring us and still working in our lives. 
 
There is no doubt we all wonder who and what St Peter’s and “church” will be like in the future. But 
the real question is, what can and are we doing now as we go through this unsure time? We know the 
upcoming season of Advent is one of preparation and anticipation. Shouldn’t we carry that same 
purpose and excitement in what we do and plan as we go forward into 2021?   
  
We are all called to be stewards of the earth, our church, and each other. We are called to show 
enthusiasm and gratitude in this service. The planning and building of the Pause Hut, the continued 
care and maintenance of the church building and grounds, the organization of our services on the 
lawn, the new task of learning audio/visual technology to stay together and communicate are all tools 
for this service God is providing to show us He is ever present and inspiring us along our way. I love 
this poem. I hope you do too. 
  
Collins Sennett 
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The Bridge Builder  

by Will Allen Dromgoole 
 

An old man, going a lone highway, 
Came, at the evening cold and gray,  
To a chasm vast and deep and wide 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,  
That sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned when he reached the other side  
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
 
“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,  
“You are wasting your strength in building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day, 
You never again will pass this way; 
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide,  
Why build a bridge at evening tide?” 
 
The builder lifted his old grey head; 
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said,  
“There followed after me to-day  
A youth whose feet must pass this way.  
This chasm that has been naught to me  
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;  
Good friend, I am building the bridge for him!” 

 
 

The Spirituality of Zoom Hosting 
 

In the intervening years since leaving behind my roots in the Catholic church in the early 1990s, I 
have been in search of a new church community to call home.  
 
Early in the spring, this year, I reached out to Collins Sennett in an effort to develop a community 
service project that could become a part of St Peter's mission to serve the community. She responded 
with appreciation and asked if I might be interested in attending the Stations of the Cross liturgy, and 
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off I went. I was able to attend only one session before COVID-19 hit, but in that one session, I 
would embark on the path that would lead me to becoming an active parishioner of St Peter’s.  
 
In the crux of the onset of COVID-19, we had a national outbreak of racial tension and violence. It 
was a difficult time. More than ever I felt the urgency to return to church. Sadly, there were no 
in-church worship services occurring, due to the pandemic. I was so eager to meet other parishioners 
and get to know the community and I thought meeting people in person was the best way—the only 
way. It was clearly not the way available to me at that time. So what then? 
 
My beginning was simple. “Come and attend our Zoom Sunday Morning Prayer Service.” And so I 
did. And I came back the following Sunday and the Sunday after that. Soon, I was offering some 
experience-based knowledge on how to make the Zoom services run more smoothly. Shortly 
thereafter, I was called upon to be a Zoom host. I embraced it. The funny thing is that I was so wrong 
in thinking the best way to get to know people was in person. It turns out that I have had a much 
more thorough opportunity to get to know the community members of St Peters through Zoom 
services. Inside the church at Morning Prayer, I would be looking toward the altar and facing the 
back of the heads of all in attendance. It would be hard to remember everyone’s name at coffee hour. 
With Zoom services, I can see folks’ faces and in doing so I can feel their personal connections to 
worship together in the presence of God. In addition to that, I feel like I have a front row seat every 
week and find much enjoyment in a closer connection to the presiders, lectors, and preachers. It has 
been an amazing journey so far. 
 
What I have learned is that thriving as a community of worshippers and members of this 
congregation doing God’s work, rests on attendance and offerings at lawn services and at Zoom 
worship services. Participation in committee/team meetings to facilitate ongoing work in the 
community—both outside on the lawn and via Zoom. Volunteering of time and materials, as we 
gather for celebrations, like the Blessing of the Animals and the unveiling of our Pause Place prayer 
hut is a great way to celebrate in our accomplishments and nourish us as we grow together in God. 
Attendance and participation at these events are also keys to our ability to grow as a community in 
these changing times—in the world and in the church. For me, the introduction of Zoom worship 
services came at a very important time in life. It was a time of trying to make sense of a worldwide 
pandemic, the senselessness of national civil unrest, and a deep desire to reconnect with God on a 
deeply spiritual and healing level. 

 
It seems all I had to do was to open my heart to get started on this reconnection and healing. 
Participation in worshipping, together with you, was the best way for me to be present and usher in 
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the healing that can come only from God’s grace. But that alone is not enough. Contributions of 
time and of a portion of income is essential, in order to continue along the path of doing God’s work 
in the world. 
 
This week I had a conversation with Marcia, our office manager. She wanted to interview me for the 
Community Profile section of the Keystone. She asked me to talk about what my hopes were for the 
community, what kinds of things would I like to see introduced. I began to answer with this phrase: 
“There are lots of things I’d love to see take place, but I am not sure what they have already done.” 
Later in the day, after having a chance to reflect, I thought about that response. And I thought to 
myself, “They?” Where in the heck did that come from? It is not “They,” but “We.” I am a part of this 
community, so why wouldn’t I include myself when considering the necessary work, past, present, 
and future, and the contributions made by members of this community. Contributions of time and 
money are vital to thriving as a community and as individuals. It is in giving that we receive. We give 
in thankfulness for all that God provides. There is so much to be grateful for. 
 
Becoming involved was a wonderful first step for me. Through my service as a Zoom host, in 
addition to feeling a closer connection to the members of St Peter’s, I have been able to make a 
contribution to the continued growth and unity of this church, as we work together in the service of 
God. I am blessed to be among you! 
 

Loraine Donatelli 
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